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HARDSHIPS 
Occaſioned by the 


N OaTH is one of the moſt 
ſolemn Acts of Worſhip we are 
capable of. It is a dire? Appeal to 

Go p the Searcher of Hearts, for the 

| | Truth of what we declare, and the 

3 03%. XF ||| Sincerity of our Intentions in what 
— w engage by his Help to perform; 


with an Invocation of his Vengeance upon us, and free- 


* 


y Subjecting burſelves to it in Caſe we att deceit fully, 


or fail in the Execution of what we have promis d. 
And accordingly, if herein a Perſon ſhall cake the 
Name of Go b in vain, that is, lightly and raſnly, 
or ſhall knowingly and willingly talſify his Qath, 
He hath aſſur'd us, He will not hold that Man guilt- 
leſs, but will moſt certainly puniſh him. This be- 

A 2 ing 
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4 . din of Perjury. 


TRE End of Gov's Inſtituting an Oath, ſays 
the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, is for 
Confirmation to put an End to all Strife, Heb. vi. 16. 
And this it does, by. Laying us under the frongeſt | 
Obligations poſſible, to declare the Truth, and " 
perform what we promiſe. For a Perſon can do 
no more than pawn his Body and Soul, all his | 
Happineſs here and hereafter, upon the Truth and | 
Sincerity of what he hath ſaid and engag'd to do. | 
Bringing the Eaſe ro Gop, is the laſt Reſort, 4 
therefore wWhægver be the Diſpute, here it ends; 
till a Man ſhäll have evidently broken his Oath, 
and then he hatch render'd - himſelf the worſt of 
Mankind, an odious and deteſtable Creature, wor- 
thy of nothing but to be driven from human So- 
ciety. with all the Marks of Publick Infamy and 
Indignation ; to be expos'd to the Curſe of G op, 
and Puniſhments from Men in thts World, and 
everlaſting Damnation in another.. 


T x Reaſons and Purpoſes for which the pre- 
ſent Oaths are tendred, are, That we may vow 
Allegiance to King GEORGE, teſtify our Abbor- *# 
rence of Popery, renounce the Pretender, and oblige * 
gurſelves to maintain and defend «the Proteſtant 
Sweceſſion as ſettled by Parliament, againſt the ſaid 
Pretender, and all other Perſons whatſoever. And | 
that all theſe might in the moſt effectual Manner 79 
be provided for, it ſeems che Oaths have been & 
* udiouſiy 3 


* 1 3 | | 
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EI fram'd, in the plaineſt, moſt expreſs ſigni- 

. gry, To that can be, with profeſs'd Deſign, and 
on Purpoſe to prevent its being in the Power 

any Man (how much ſoever inclin d) to prevari- 

- cate or diſſemble, and that every One to whom 

they are tendred might find himſelf under a Ne- 

” ceſlity either ro refuſe them, or in Conſcience 


to obſerve and fulfil the Contents of them. 


Having ſaid thus much of the Nature of 

an Oath in general, and of the Oaths requir'd by 

the Government; I ſhall now ſpecify ſome of 

che 2 occaſion d by them, which are very 
manifeſt. 


— 


\ Ox Hardſhip, is, Tbe great Danger lucur- 
ing the dreadful Sin of Perjury. The Reaſo gh, R. 
4 cauſe that after a Perſon hath taken &OQarhy, 
if he ſhall not ſtrictiy obſerve and keep them, 
according to the true Intent and plain Meaning 
of them, he will be infallibly guilty of this Sin. 
> To inſtance only in the Oath of Abjuration : If 
upon taking this Oath, he does not in his Con- 
* ſcience believe King GEORGE to be his Rigbt- 
ful and Lawful King, he falſifies what he declares up- 
on Oath, and therefore is guilty of PERFURY. 
If he does not in his Conſcience believe, Thar 
be Perſon taking upon bimſelf the Style and Title 
of King of England, by the Name of Fames 
the Third, or of Scotland, by the Name of fames 
the Eighth, hath no Rigbt or Title whatſoever to the 
Con f zhis Realm, and accordingly refuſe Alle- 
| glanceto him ; he is guilty of PERFURY. If 
he do not bear Faith and true eAllegiance to King 
_ GEORGE, and ro the utmoſt of bis Power defend the 
= ſaid King GEORGE againſt all traiterous Conſpiracies 
TIT and 
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and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt 
his Perſon, Crown and Dignity, he is guilty of 
PERFWRY. It he do not to the RR if 
bis Power, ſupport, maintain and defend the Succeſ- 
ſion of the Crown as ſettled by Act of Parliament, 
againſt him the ſaid James, and all other Perſons 
whatſoever, he is guilty of PERFURY. It he 
ſhall cheriſh any Thoughts derogatory from the 
Tenour of this Oath, if he ſhall openly or ſecretly 
do any Thing to the Prejudice of King GEORGE, 
if he ſhall directly, or by Imzendo only, ſpeak or 
write, or pray or r againſt his Perſon, Crown 
or Dignity, or ſhall by any Means deliberately 
and willingly conceal, countenance, aſſiſt, or abett 
others in doing the ſame: Nay, if on the contra- 
ry, be ſhall not to the utmoſt of his Power make 
knowriz.diſcover, diſcourage and oppoſe them, he 
is guild Uf PERFURY. In all theſe Caſes he 
breaks his Oath, and leaves himſelf expos'd to the 
heavy Curſes which are imprecated upon thoſe, 
that ſhall not in all Things conform themſelves 
thereto according to the plain and common Senſe and 
Underſtznding of the Words. 


Bur with what Colour or Pretence can they 
do this, that believe in their Conſciences the Pre- 
tender to be their lawful and rightful King, or that 
are poſſeſs'd with a Belief, that King GEORGE 
hath no Right or Title to the Crown of theſe Realms? 
Muſt it not be a Hardſhip, yea, the greateſt Hard- 
ſhip in the World, to ſwear that which they do not 


believe? 


By x if to preſerve the Peace of their Minds, 
they have, or ſhall refuſe the Oaths; why then 


th Il under a very great Hardſhip on that 
ag "MY Hand, 
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Hand For hereby they have, or will expoſe them - 
ſelves as ill- affected to the Government ; and if at any 
Time they ſhall happen to ſay or do any Thing 
that is againſt the Title, Crown or Dignity of King 
GEORGE, or againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
they are liable to be inform'd againſt by every One, 
(who isoblig'd by his Oath to make them known, ) 


and to be proſecuted accordingly. Nay, upon the 


bare Refuſmg of the Oaths when tendred to them, 
they are adjudg'd Popiſh Recuſants convict, and to 
be proceeded againſt, as the Law in that Caſe has 
directed. Hereby they will become uncapable of 
having or holding any Office, Employment, &c. under 
the Crown. They will be diſabled to ſue or uſe any 
Act ion, Bill, Plaipt, or Information in Courſe of Law, 
or to proſecute any Suit in avy Court of Equity, or to be 
Guardian of any Child, or Executor or Adminiſtrator of 
any Perſon, or capable of any Legacy or Deed of 

And if they hold any Office after ſuch Refafal, 
being convicted thereof, they will forfeit the Sum of oo 
+ roy beſides ſeveral other Penalties they are lia- 

& TO, 


Now rather than undergo theſe Hardſhips, ma- 
" have been tempted to wrong their Conſciences. 

o inſtance only in what has lately happen d, 
There are more than probable Reaſons inducing us 
to believe, that in order to gain ſo ſmall a Poſt as 
that of a Common-Council-Man, ſome have forſworn 
themſelves, and a great many more have done the 
like in voting for 'em. Which is no Proof (whilſt by 
Words and Attjons they demonſtrate the contrary) 
that they are grown better Friends to King GEO E, 
but rather more dangerous Enemies. 


Txt has brought them under another very great 
Har dſhip, 


. 66 —— —— — — — — * is 
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Hardſhip, by putting their Minds upon the Rack to © 

out Pn E 20 deſend what they Ba ve 
e in order to preſerve their Secular Concerns, 
and ſecure the Influence they might have on pub- 
lick Affairs. I ſhall mention ſome of thoſe | have 
met with, and inquire into the Validity of them, 


One is, That they ſwear to King Gro x, 
% King in Poſſeſſion only. But this is contrary 
to the End and expreſs Words of the Outh, which is 
fram'd on * to aſſert King GEORG E's 
Right. For it obliges them to Fwear expreſly, That 
they do in their Conſciences believe before G o D ayd 
the World, That Ring GEORGE is rightful and 
lawful King of this Reabs, which is more than 
King in Poſſeſſon. And in relation to this Pre- 
8 tender, the Oach obliges them to declare, That 
" - » gbey believe in their Conſcience that he bath not any 
Night Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm ; ; 
and not only ſo, but to renounce, refuſe and abjure 
any Allegiance or Obedience to him. And laſtly, 
They are ſworn to ſupport, maintain and defend the 
Succeſſion of the Crown to the utmoſt of their Power 
againſt the ſaid Pretender, and all other Perſons what- 4 
ſoever, which Succeſſion is, and ſtandi limited to tbe 
Princeſs Sophia, Eledtoreſs and Dutebefs Dowager of ,_ 
Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body, being Proteſfants. 


80 that neither in, the Life-time of King 
GEORGE, nor after his Death, can they fa- 
your in the leaſt the Intereſts of the Pretender, but 
they are immediately forfworn. And is not this 

2 great Hardſhip upon many? 3 


„ 


og * 


ANOTHER Expedient made uſe of, is, Not ta 
repeat the Oath when read to them, or ſtop o_ 
"T1 hey 
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they come to thoſe Words, King GEORGE, or 
inſtead of King GEORGE, to ſay anly bis Majefty, 
or the King (by whom, ſome will ſay, they mean 
the Pretender) and alſo to ſtop at thoſe Words that 
make expreſs Mention of the Pretender ; which they 
may ſometimes do, if not narrowly obletv'd; 


Bur this can afford no Salvo to their Conſci- 
ences. For it were quite to deſtroy the Deſign 
and End of all Oaths, and particularly of this, 
which expreſsly guards againſt any Equi vocation, 
mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation Whatloever : 
And therefore to act with Equivocation or mental 
Evaſion, at the very Time they {wear to do it 
without any ſuch Thing, is ſo tar from excuſing 
the Sin of Perjury, that it does but render it. inſi- 
nitely more heinous. And beſides, there is no Man 
that hath appear'd upon the Summons, gnd laid 
his Hands upon the Goſpels, can evade the Obliga- 
tions he comes under thereby to King GEORGE ; 
for allowing him to have ſaid notbing, but laid his 
Hand upon the Book only, that Action in all equi- 
table Conſtruction; mutt be taken as the Teſti- 
mony of his Conſent, and indeed the Perſon himſelf 
would have it ſo to be underſtood. The Oaths 
having been read to him under theſe Ciroumſtances, 
he is actually ſworn to King GEORGE, becauſe 
having made no Objeclion after ſo much Time allow d 
him tor Conſideration; (the Oaths having been 
lent him before-hand) and having conform d to 
the Subfance of the Action, the Omitting a ſin- 
gle Circumſtance in this Caſe, will not abſolve 
him from what the Oaths require: 
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IT xx laſt and moſt common Expedient is, That a 
Furce is put upon them, and therefore the Sin is not 
to be imputed to them that have taken the Oaths, but 
to the Impoſers of them. They that ſay this, do but 
too plainly confeſs they have forſworn themſelves, 
only they have found out this Way as the beſt to 
buſh their Conſciences. But how palpably falla- 
cious is this! Indeed in Negative Caſes, when Per- 
ſons refuſe their Compliance with Things ſinful, 
how ſtrictly foever enjoin'd by Human Laws, they 
may juſtify their Refuſal upon Principles of Reaſon, 
of Scripture, and from the Practice of the beſt of 


mn. 


Men; and tho' charg'd with Sin for their Diſobe- 


dience to thoſe Laws, they may clear themſelves, 
and turn the Charge upon their Accuſers for im 
ſing Things contrary to the Law of GOD. Bur in 
poſitive Actions, and in a Matter ſo ſacred as an 
' Oath, to act falſely, and then put the Guilt of it up- 
on publick, Authority, (which requires from them 
a true, not a falſe Oath) how great a Faſcination 
is it owing to! 


Bu T what could we do, may ſome ſay, ſeeing 
to refuſe the Oaths would expoſe us to ſuch ſevere Penal- 
ties? To which the Anſwer readily offers. Better 
ſuffer any outward Hardſhip and Inconvenience 
than wrong your Conſciences. Nor will the Plead- 
ing Force, be an Excuſe in this Caſe: For Go p 
having given us his Holy Word, and implanted in 
every Man à Conſcience, as the. Principle and Rule 
of his Actions, by which he fhall be judg'd at the 
laſt Day, he is to govern himſelf, not according 
to the Poſture of his Temporal Intereſts, but accord- 
ing to what his Conſcience and the Word of Go p do 
tell him is his Duty. So that as we ſhall anſwer it 


to Him, we are bound at all Hazards to refuſe every 
Thing 


—, % 
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Thing we cannot do with a clear and ſafe Conſci- 


ence; If it were not ſo, there need be no Suffer- 
ing for the Sake of 2 good Conſcience. Then the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians and all holy Men are to blame 
for having ſuffer d on the Score of it. Beſides, to 
imagine People at Liberty for the Sake of their 
worldly Intereſis, to bely their Conſciences, were to 


juſtify all the Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy that 


ever was in the World: It were to pluck up Reli- 
gion by the Root, and even to deſtroy the Founda- 


tion and Band of human Society; for then Perſons 


might lye, break their Promiſes and Covenants, 


cheat their Neighbours, yea, ſwear them out of 


their Eſtates and Lives, and come off with a Pre- 
rence, that for the Sake of their worldly Intereſt 
they were forc'd to do it. But who ſees not the wicked 
Abſurdity, and pernicious Conſequence of this? It 
mult then be neceſſarily yielded, that Conſcience 
being the only natural fixed Principle and Band of 
Duty to Gop and each other, we mult ſtrictly 
follow it ; and a Wrong done hereto, can in ng 
Caſe be excus'd, and leaſt of all in that of a falſe 
Oath, which is the greateſt Violation of it that can 
be, and even deſtroys ir. 


ONE would think there needs no Enlargement 
on another Expedient that has been too common- 
ly ufed, becauſe there is no Argument in it, and 
it ſufficiently expoſes itſelf, and this js, Caſting 
away all Concern about the Matter, with a lilly 
Banter, and a ridiculous Propoſal to go and waſh 
it down with a Glaſs of Wine, or ſetch it off again 
with a Doſe of Carduus. Thus inſtead of ſhowing 
any Remorſe at what they have done, many are nat 
afraid, to add to the Sin of PERFURY, that 
of the moſt impudent Foy How tremendous 

B 2 an 
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ut profane wan} what Reverence and Regard 


Uyoy the Whole, Nothing is more mani- 
feſt, than that They who have not been free and 
hearty in taking the Oaths to King GEORGE, and 
do not refolve in all Points to keep them to the 
. utmoſt of their Power, but think to excuſe themſelves 
by thoſe ſorry Shifts that have been mention d, 
or any others they have in Reſerve, are notwith- 
ſtanding moft certainly forſworn, and can never 
clear themſelves from this moft grievous and dam- 
pable Sin, but will izcreaſe it, the more they ſhall 
ſtudy and go about to excuſe it. And is it not then 
A moſt dreadful Caſe to be under ſuch Circumſtances, 
as neither to be able to refuſe the Oaths, nor to take 
them without apparent Hozars to the Intereſts both 
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of Body and Soul? For by refuſing the Oaths they 
will betray at leaſt the Spirit of Rebellion, and. by 
taking them they will unavoidably run into the 
Sin of PERFURY; either of which, if not re- 
ed of, have in their Nature the frongef Ten- 
dency and Influence to haſten Ruin upon us in 
this World and that which is to come. Theſe are 
ſome of the Herd(bips, moſt evidently occaſion d by 
the Tender of the preſent Oaths. ; 


WHERFFORE by this Time it muſt be high- 
ly proper to inquire into the Ground and Cauſes 
of theſe Grievances, and we cannot be at a Loſs 
about them. That which offers itſelf ache more 
immediate Cauſe of theſe Hardſhips whiah\ People 


have brought upon themſelves, is, The Piſſibe they 


have conceiv'd of King GEORGE and his Go- 
vernment. "The remoter Cauſes are thoſe wicked 
e Methods that have been taken to corrupt and poy- 
ſon their Minds with awrong Notions of our Conſti- 
tution, to poſſeſs them with growndleſs Fealouſies of 
the Church's, Danger, and to alienate their Affecti- 
ons from the Perſon and Family of King GEORGE. 
The Inſtruments engag'd herein were thoſe miſerable 
Tools made uſe of by the late Miniſtry, who took 


care to encourage none in the Affair, but ſuch as 
by the extream Debauchery of their Principles they 


knew to be well qualify d for the Purpoſe, and who 
would ſtick at Nothing, tho' ever ſo baſe and diſ- 
honourable, falſe and ridiculous, repugnant and ab- 


ſurd to ſerve the Deſign, which now every One 


may: ſee was to ſet aſide the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 


bring in the Pretender. 
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Bur of all the Tools that have been employ'd, there 
are none who, by means of their Office, Character 
and Opportunities, hnave had more Advantage, or acted 
with greater Succeſs than the High-flying and Faco- 
bite CLERCY, who by their Preaching, Printing, Pro- 
greſs-making, Converſation and Example have done 


more to pervert the People than any other Set of 


Men whatſoever. . I ſhould be the laſt Man that 
would ſpeak or think diſreſpectfully of the ſacred Of- 
ice (for which I have the higheſt Veneration in the 
orld) yet it cannot but raiſe a juſt Indignation in 
me, as well as it muſt do in the Breaſt of every ho- 
neſt Man, to ſee after what an indecent Manner, and 


by what vile and wicked Methods, they have abus'd 


and proſtituted their maſt holy Function; and all this 
under Colour. of Zeal for the Church, to deſtroy the 
Conſtitution both in Church and State. It is but ex- 
preſſing a due Concern for the Honour of the Office, 
to expoſe theſe Men as the Shame of their Order. 


I muſt ſay then, That all the Miſchiefs that have 
been, or may further happen, are owing to theſe 
Men,as the chief Inſtruments thereof. And were I to 
addreſs myſelf to them, I could ſay it, as a Man 
griev'd at the Calamities that have, and may be 
further brought upon his Country; tis YOU, whoſe 
Place it was to have prevented theſe Evils, that have 
had the chief Hand in bringing them upon us. It 
the People are found in Rebellion, tis mainly by 
R Inſtigation; if they cannot take the Oaths, 

tis by the Prejudice: YOU have inſtill'd into them; 


if they ſutfer for not Swearing, YOU are the Cauſes of 
it; if they forſwear themſelves, YOU have been the 


Occaſion ; if, upon Reflection, there ſhall any ſmize 
en their Breaſt, laying, what have we done? If oy 


$” F 


—_— 
* - ” 4 a 
| + \ * oi 
» Py * a mw -o mn * 
* 1 2 gt : "oi let . + 3 p 
* 4 wy 2 SO 1 „ Io wl n 
« N 8 . R 1 * _ 8 


4 


TEE — — | 
occafion'd by the OA THS. 15 


1 
. — we — tc... N 


ſhall run into Deſpair, YOU muſt have a large Share 


in the Blame of it, and all the diſmal Conſequences 
that may follow. In ſhort, if any of them ſhall 
by theſe Means be ruin'd both in this and another 
World, they will lay their Deftruct ion, in a great 
meaſure, at YOUR Door, and GOD will require their 
Blood at YOUR Hands. : 

AND put Caſe, that any of theſe poor Souls, 
convinc'd of their Rebellion and Perjury, ſhould in 
their Diſtreſs apply to.you for Relief, What Me- 
thod would you take with them ? Would you make 
2 ſhort Work on't, and bid em go hang themſelves? 
This would as little ſuit your Charater, as they 
would give you Thanks for it. Would you put a fur- 
ther Cheat upon them, by making them believe you 


have a Power to abſolve them? Can you do it whe- 


ther they repent of their Sins or not? If ſo, What is 


this but to encourage Men in the Practice of all the 


Villanies in the World, and then to come. to you for 
Abſolution ? If you tell them they muſt repent, Why 
did you not prevent this their Sin, by inſtilling ber- 
ter Principles into them, or at leaſt, by raking due 
Care they did not forſwear themſelves? But inſtead 
of this, Have you not ſhewn them the way to it by 
your own Example? Who (notwithſtanding ALL, 
that the People have obſerv'd and known YOU to 
have faid and done againſt the Government) could 
at laſt very peaceably {wear to it yourſelves, except 
a few that have Sculkt out of the way for a time, 


to keep their Livings, and are profeſ: d Enemies to 


King GEORGE. What Reflections will you 
make, when poflibly, after a While, you ſhall ſee 


the Diſtreſſes and Hardſhips you have brought poor 
People into, and that there are no Men ſo deep in 


the Guilt of it as yourjelves. 
| HAVING 
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Hivine trac'd theſe Evils to their main & vings ; 


and Cauſes, 'tis now very proper to enquire, What 
Remedy is fit to be propoſed, in order to cure what 
is paſt, and prevent the like Miſchiefs for Time te 
come. 


As for thoſe that know themſelves in the Inte- 
reſt; of the Pretender, and yet have taken the Oaths 
to King GEORGE, they muſt be conſcious of 
their Sin, and after what has been ſaid, they can 
have =o Cloak for it; There is no Shifting it off. The 
Guilt of Perjury is bound faſt upon them with all 
the Circumſtances that can well be imagin'd to 
make ir moſt frightful and hainous. Wherefore 
there is no Remedy left them, but that of a ſound 
Repentance, After they have incurr'd this abomina- 
ble Iniquity, can they poſſibly think to elude the 
Puniſhment ? Let them reflect a little on their Oath: 
Did they not invoke Go p as a Mitneſt to the Truth 
of what they ſaid, and ſubjet themſelves freely 
to his Vengeance, if they fail d in the Execution ? 
* © Wherefore by thus failing, they conſent to be 
ce purſu'd and overwhelm'd with his terrible Judg- 
© ments. What brutiſh Stupidity would it be to en- 
© tertain the leaſt Doubt, whether this will ac- 
* cordingly happen? What Idea muſt we have of 
© Gop, how muſt we affront and inſult Him, if 
© we believe not that He will furely keep his 
© Word? They that have forſworn themſelves 
have moſt certainly damn'd their Souls, and ex- 

d their Perſons and Concerns, even in this World, 
to Go D's heavy Judgments without ſpeedy Repen- 


1 * | ' ** and. — 
* 1 > 
1 7 - 


—_ — » — — —_— n * 


din. _. _— 


** 8 
— „ — —UE AA. 


* Mcnſieur Ls Plecete: 


tange, 


& 
KL 
** 


2 


3232 * 


occaſron'd by th! OAT RS. 17 
* — — — . ——— 


Þ 


— — 


tance. They might tremble every Hour and others 
for them, leaft fome heavy Stroke of his Venge- 
ance purſue and overtake them. There is no Way 
of Eſcape but that we have mentioned, nor will 
Go p be put off with a mock Repentance any more 
than a falſe Oath. It muſt be a found and tho- 
rough one, and which I affirm can never be, un- 
leſs it bear ſome Proportion in the Bitterneſi of it to 
the hainouſneſs of the Offence, and be attended with 
fach Marks of Regret and Sorrow as ſhall render the 
fame as publick as the Sin has been open and Scands- 
lous: And as the Nature of true Repentance con- 
ſiſts not only in à hearty Shame and Sorrow for 
what we have done, but in the undoing it again as 
far as poſſible, it neceſſarily follows that they who 
would repent of this dreadful 5in; muſt renounce and 
retract what they have done, and give Glory to 
Gop by taking Shame to themſelves as on as 
they have done Him Diſhonour. They muſt declare 
to the World the Abborrence they have conceiv d of 
their great Iniquity. It muſt be a publick Reparation 
as far as in them is poſſible. To think to compound 
with G oD by a Secret Confeſſion for an open and 
Scandalous Sin, or by following the Popiſb Practice of 
receiving Abſolution from the Prieſts conttary to 
the avον]¾e . . Principles of Proteſtants is to fall under 
a ſtrong Deluſion. And I. do further affirm that no 
man can be ſaid truly to have repeated of his Sin, ho 
holding any Publick Place or Office under King 
GEORGE by means of a falſe Oath does not either 
immediately quit that Place and Employment, or be- 
have himſelf in all things according to the real Inten- 
tion of the Oath as it was tender d to him. For he 
that ſhall hold any Place, and does not bear true 
Allegiance to King GEORGE, is manifeſtly guilty 
of PERFUR,Y, And he that lives in che 
01 C daily 
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daily Commiſſion of Sin can never be ſaid to re- 
nt of it. Tam griev'd to ſee how eaſily People 
— fallen under Guilt, and am ſenſible it is not ſo 
eaſy to recover em from it: but the more difficult 
this is like to prove the more ſhould, every One in his 
Place, be ready to afford his beſf Help: and of all 
Men there are none ſo capable, or are more oblig d, 
and ought conſequently to be more concern d to do 
this than the CLERGT; and thoſe of em more 
eſpecially that are conſcious to themſelves of the great 
Hand they have had in bringing this heavy Load 
upon them. Theſe ought in the firſt place publickly 
to retract their own Oaths, beg Pardon of Gon and 
Man, if peradventure their great Iniquity may be 
forgiven em, and chuſe rather to ſuffer any Penal- 
ties, than live in Sin, as they muſt do, ſo long as 
they cannot bear true Allegiance to the King they 
have ſworn co. Or if having ſeen their Errors the 
ſhall return to their Duty, it will not be enoug 
to come home themſelves, unleſs they endeavour to 
bring along with them rhoſe poor thoughtleſs Sheep 
they have cauſed to wander, and uſe as much yea 
more Diligence herein than ever they did to ſe- 
duce them. Till ſomething of this Nature, be ef- 
ectually done what can we expect other than the 
foreſt Fudgments of Gon to break out upon us. 


Wir reſpect to them that hawe not yet taken the 
Oaths, and ſcruple em, tis certain they ought to for- 
bear till they can do it truly and faithfully. I ſay not 
this to affright or drive People from their Allegi- 
ance to King GEORGE, but only to put them 


upon uſing proper Means to have their Minds in- 
ſtrutted and ſatisfy'd, For I muſt ſay, That altho' 


their forbearing the Oaths will ſave them from the 
Sin of PER,FURY, yet will it not from oy 
| ther, 
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ther „ viz. Their Refuſing Allegiance to King 
GEORGE, who (if their Kighrful and Lawful King) 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, are bound to ſubmit for the Lords ſake, 
1 Pex, ii. 13. Their not doing ſo is a Sin ag ainſt 
God, as well as it betrays a Spirit of Rebellion 


has a Right and Power to demand it; and they,as the 


againſt their Prince, and forfeits the Protection of the 


Government. It is therefore their Intereſ# as well as 
Duty to ffudy this Point, and herein to get the - 2 
Information they are capable of. In order to which, 
they ought not to give way to wnreaſonable and 

groundleſs Prejudiees, to be guided merely by Party- 
Noiſe or Intereſt, to receive their Inſtruction from 
every paltry 3 or ſcurrilous Lampoon , to 
admit of every idle and impertinent Story, tho? from 
the Pulpit, fram'd on purpoſe to beget S»ſpicions 
and Fealoufies, and to raiſe Diſiike againſt the Per- 
ſon and Family, which Go p in his wonderful Pra- 
vidence has ſent to reign over us; but laying all 
theſe aſide, to get the beſt Information they can 
from Scripture, Reaſon, and Thoſe who muſt be al- 
low'd to 1 beſt our Conſtitution and Go- 

vernment, calmly and ſedately to hear what is 
offer d, matuyely to conſider it, and to allow every 
Thing its due Weight, in order to obtain a clear 
Underſtanding, and full Conviction of their Duty. 
Were this Method follow'd, ic would go a great 
Way to remove Mens Scruples, inſomuch as that 
to One that is for the Pretender, I am perſwaded there 


would ſoon be a Hundred againſt bim. 


N o w they that ſhall conſult the Scriptures and 
make a right Uſe of their Reaſon, will find that 
GOVERNMENT in all the ſeveral Forms of it, and 
Methods of Succeſſion to it, are as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
The Ordinance of Man, 1 Pet. ii. 17. that is, as 
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* Dy. Boulter very well explains it, ſuch as Men have 
contriv d, conſented to, or acquieſced in; and 
owes its Original to Law, Cuſtom or Agreement. 
For if (as the Doctor truly ſays) Government 
* and all its Forms and Methods, be from Go p, 
© excluſive of Man's Will or Wiſdom at all inter- 
te nedling, there can be but one Form of Govern- 
© ment, and Extent of Power in the Governor, or 
©. Governors, lawful; and all Nations, who are 
governed otherwiſe than in that one Form, diſobey 
ce the Will of GoD; or elſe it muſt be pretended, 
% That GoD has by @ Revelation of bis Will eſta- 
* bliſh'd one Form of Government in one Nation, 
© another in another; the contrary of which is ſo 
« evident, that none ever pretended to affirm, He 
* had done ſo.” This Conſideration, if duly 
weigh'd, mult oblige us to acknowledge, that tho 
Government in general be of divine eAppointment ; 
yet that the Government of particular Countries and 
| Nations, does ariſe from the Confitutions, Cuſtoms, 
Conſent and Agreement of Men. But then, that 
the ſeveral Governors, conſtituted in theſe parti- 
cular Nations and Countries, are ſo far approv'd of 
GoD, as that Submiſſion ought to be paid to 
them, in all Things lawful, for the Lord's Sake. 


Ir we would know then, who are our Lauf 
Governours, it muſt be learn'd from the Cuſtom, 
Laws and Conſtitution of our Countrey, Now it 
we would know the Cuſtow, Laws and Conſtituti- 
on of our Country from thoſe that are beſt acquainted 
with them, we fhall find, they admit of no ſuch 
Thing as Indefeaſible Hereditary Right, (by which 
only the Pretender claims to the Crown) but that 
it has been all along in the Power of the States of 
the Kingdom, for very weighty and very important 
| | Caules, 
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Cauſes, to exclude from, and to appoint and limit 
the Succeſſion. | 

Sucx Cauſes have preſented twice within our 
own Memory: Once at the Aldication of King 
James, when the Throne being declar d vacant, 
William and e Mary, the Prince and Princeſs of 
Orange, were, by the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral and Commons Aſſembled at We:/minſfter, de- 
clar'd King and Queen of theſe Realm:; and the Sue- 
een to the Crown, was limited to the Hejrs of the 

ody of Her e Majeſty, and in Default of ſuch Iſſue, 
to her Royal Highneſs che Princeſs Anne of Den- 
mark, and the Heirs of her Body. 


TRE other Time was juſt before the Death of 
King William, of ever-bleſſed Memory: When for 
lack of Iſſue from Queen Mary by the ſaid King 
William, and from her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 
Anne of Denmark, and in Default of ſuch Iſſue, the 
Princeſs Sophia, Electoreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager 
of Hanover, was by Act of Parliament declar'd to 
be the next in Succeſſion, in the Proteſtant Line, to 
the Imperial Crown and Dignity of theſe Realms, 
and the Succeſſion now is, and ftands limited to the 
{aid Princeſs Sophia and the Heirs of her Body, be- 
ing Proteſtants. 


By Virtue of theſe Diſpoſitions, the Crown de- 
volv'd on the Head of Queen Anne, upon the Death 
of King William, (which ſoon follow'd) and after 
her Demiſe, upon our Preſent moſt Gracious Lord 
and Sovereign King GEORGE, who according to 
the Laws for Settling the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
was, by Unanimous Conſent, immediately proclaim'd 
Ngo of cheſe gta, ivyired ip the Throne, ceme 
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and took Poſſeſſion of it accordingly, and was Recop- 
nix d by the States of the Kingdom. 


W.HOSOEVER ſhall thus take à little Pains to 
conſider the Original and Foundation of human Go- 
vernment, the Nature of the Engliſh Conſtitution, the 
Cuftom of our Parliaments, and the Manner b 
which King GEORGE came to the Throne; and 
on the other Hand, bow little there is to found a 
Claim on Behalf of the Pretender, conſider d not 
only as a Papiſt, but as being attended with every 
Thing one could wiſh for to render him Suppoſiti- 
tious ; whoſoever I ſay, ſhall calmly conſider theſe 
Things, will, I perſuade myſelf, find ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to conclude that the Pretender has no Right to 
the Crown; but that King GEORGE has as full a 
Right as ever Prince was poſſeſs d of, and conſe- 
quently will have 20 Ground to ſcruple any part 
of the Oath of Abjuration, or to ſwear that be be- 
lie ves in his Conſcience King GEORGE to be Rightful 


and Lawful King of theſe Realms, and that the Pre- 
render bas no Right or Title whatſoever. 


TE great Stir and Noiſe that has been made 
about the Pretender is founded on a mere Chimera, at 
leaſt with reſpec to the Engliſh Government, andhas 
been trump'd up only to ſerve ſome Mens private 
Ambition and Luſts, or the Deſigns of our Enemies 
to deſtroy our ancient Conſtitution, in order to brin 
in Popery and Slavery, that is, the utmoſt Ruin an 
Miſery upon us. And ſhall any for a mere empty 


Fiction, for a Dream, and a Trifle, go about to un- 


hinge the beſ# Government in the World? run all 
Things into Diſorder and Confuſion, ſtir up Mobs and 
Tumults, enter into actual R ybellion, ſacrifice their 
Eftates, Lives and Religion too, in order to dethrone 

a : a 
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2a Prince inveſted with the firmef Title poſlible ; a 
Prince ſo eminently qualify'd for Government, ſo 
Pfedfaſtly determin'd to render all bis People happy un- 
der his mild and juſt Adminiſtration, and that has 
been ſo ſignally favour d by divine Providence, to 
ſet up One that has ſcarce the Shaddow of a Title, 
who is of an uncertain Original, of the meanet 
Accompliſhments, and known to have been bred up 
in Principles of popiſh 1 and Cruelty; What 
can beſpeak the Height of Folly and Madneſs, if 
chis doth not ? | 


A x D what juſt Reaſon is there not only to ſa- 
ſpe, but to cenſure, condemn and abbor the Principles 
and Deſigns of thoſe Men, who with the urmeft Zeal 
ſhall preach, and on Pain of Damnation preſs thoſe 

aviſh Doctrines of abſolute paſſive Obedience and Now» 
reſiſtance, when it is to favour French Meaſures, in 
promoting Popery and Arbitrary Power. But ſhall act 
quite the Reverſe, and leave no Methods unattempt- 
ed to raife Diſcontents, Diviſions and Animoſities ; 
nay, who ſhall not ſtick to encourage the fouleſt 
Plots, Invaſions, Aſſaſſinations and open Rebellion, when 
it is to obſtru or deprive thoſe of the Crown, who 
are known to be the beſt Friends to the Proteſt ant Re- 
ligion and our Engliſh Liberties. As the Practices of 
theſe Men are mot juſtly deteſtable, ſo they do ſuffi- 
ciently convince us how ill-· qualiſed they are to be 
intruſted with the Care of our Souls, or to direct 
in the Management of our Civil Affairs. 


AFTER this, One would think no Man ſhould 
ſcruple the Oaths to King GEORGE, bur only 
impure his paſt Refuſal co ſome fatal Enchantment or 
other ; and for the future conclude, that ns 
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ſhall deny his Allegiance to the preſent Government, 
or give into thoſe pernicious Meaſures that have been 
ſecretly carry'd on, and at laft broke out into ſuch 
open Violence, hath either loſt he little Senſe he 
Was once poſſeſs d of, or whatever Profeſſion he 
makes of being a Proreſfant, he is in Truth but a 
Papift in Maſquerade. 


I have but one Thing more to add, and which 
reſpects their Duty, who have readily and heartily 
taken the Oaths. Now this is, That we take Care 
in all Things to execute to the utmoſt of our Power, the 
Obligations we have laid ourſelves under. Other- 
wiſe (to allude to that of the Preacher) It were 
better not to have vod at all, than having vow'd, 
not to perform. This is by no Means a Matter of 
Indifference ; for GoD having been ſolemnly invok'd 
as Witneſs to our Intentions, His Honour is con- 
cern'd to ſee we religiouſly obſerve our Oaths, and 
if not, to puniſh the great Affront we have put upon 
Him. That every One may rightly diſcharge his 
Duty, we ought to conſider the ſeveral Branches 
and Particulars of the Oaths, with the Nature and 
Extent of our Obligations, which done, it will di- 
rect us in our future Conduct and Behaviour. To 
inſtance, as I did before, in the Oath of Abjuration, 
there are Four Things which from hence will ap- 
pear very evident. . 


THe firft is, That jt is our Duty to do what we can 
ta reclaim juch as we know to be ilLaffedted to the 


Perſon and Government of our Lawful Soveraign 


King GEORGE. For having faithfully promiſed, 
That we will to the utmoſt of our Power, ſupport, 
maintain, and defend the Succeſſion of the Crown, againſ 
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the Pretender, and all other Perſons whatſoever, doubt- 
leſs this will be one of the beſt Ways of doing it. 
By every Perſon we reclaim, we draw af an Ene- 
my, and add a Friend to the Proteſtant Succeffion; 
which muſt be a very great Support to it. This 
then is every One's Duty, ſo far as he hath Ability 
and Opportunity. But I mention this chiefly for tha 
Sake of the Reverend Clergy, who remain true to 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, that They would exert their 
Zeal, as ſome have moſt worthily begun to do; that 


by Preaching, Printing, Converſation, and all the laue 


dable Ways that can be, They would endeavour to 
undeceive the Minds of their People, to diſpoſſeſs 
them of their Prejudices, and to recover their AF- 
fections to king GEORGE, that have been alie- 
nated by ſome of the vile of Men, and the baſeſ 
Methods that ever were practifed. 


The ſecond is, That no Man who hath fworn to 
defend King GEORGE, to the utmoſt of his Pow- 
er, can conſiſtently with his: Oath, give bis Vote or 
Poll, or uſe his Power and Intereſt, to bring any Per- 
ſon into a Place of Public Truſt or Honour, that he 
knows, or has Realan to believe, is affected to 
His Majeſty King GEORGE, and the Proteſfant 
Succeſſion; nor will any Relation, Alliance or temporal 
Dependance, be an Excuſe for his ſo doing: But he 
is bound in purſuance of his Oath, to do what in 
him lies to 2 bim out of ſuch Place, and deprive 
him of the Capaciy of doing Hurt to His Majeſty or 
His Adminiſtration. This has been clearly ſet forth 
in a late Paper ſeaſonably publiſh'd by the Reverend 


Mr. Charles Lamb, and as I have been inform d, 
with good Effect too. 
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The third is, That if we kuow any Perſon to 
be traiterouſty deſigning, plotting, ae or at- 
tempting any Thing againſt His Majeſty's Perſon, 
Crown and Dignity, we are not to conceal it on any 
Account whattoever ; but to make it known. This 
is what we are oblig d to do by the Laws of Gov, 
antecedently to any Oath ; but mych more, when 
we have expreſsly ſworn that we will defend His Ma- 
jeſty King George, to the utmoſt of our Power, againſt 
all traiterous Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſover, and 
do our utmoſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and make them 
known to His Majeſty and his Succeſſort. To conceal 
a Traitor to our Prince, is in itſelf (beſides the 
breach of our Oath) 4 worſe Crime, than to conceal 
a Man that would murder his own Father, and would 
make us Partners in the Guilt of all the Villany 
ind Miſchief which by our Connivance, he 'and 
others with him, might have an Opportunity to 
rr 


The Laft is, That if we know a Man to have 
prevaricated in his Oaths, we are bound to diſcover 
and expoſe him, and eſpecially, if he be One that 
dy his Words and A#ions, has given unqueſtionable 
Ground to believe he is in the Intereſts of the Pre- 
tender; for theſe are of all, the worft of Men, and 
the worſ# of Enemies. 1 are in one Thing even 
worſe than Fudas, for he only &;ſs'd his Maſter, but 
theſe take an Oath to be true to theirs, when at the 
fame time it is in their Heart to berray him. How do 
we perform our Oath in defending King GEORGE 
to the utmoſt of our Power, if we conceal theſe Men, 
and do not take ſome proper and prudent Methods to 
repoſe them. For a Man to prevaricate and make 
ſe of Evaſions in his Oath, is ſuch a Piece of Vil- 
lany, that not only for G o D's Glory, but for the 
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common Safety of Mankind, every Body ſhould ex- 
p reſs the al} Abhorrence of hs do all that is 
poſſible to deterr People from it. They who to 
betray our Kin and Country, ſhall not ſcruple to 
forſwear themſelyes, what Security can we have 
that they will not do the ſame to rob us of our 
Poſſeſſions, and aur Lives too, when an Opportunity 
and Temptation ſhall preſent. Wherefore, I am ap- 
prehenſive it greatly heboves all the boneff Citizens 
of London, and all the honeſt Men in the Kingdom 
well to obſerve and remember ſuch as have mals 
themſelyes out upon this Occaſion, and to take 
diligent heed how they admit thoſe into any Office, 
rs moſt of all, into choſe of Sheriffs and Furymen ; 
for if ſuch abandon d Creatures as theſe, mall ever 
come to have the diſpoſing of Mens Lives, the Lord 
hoye Here pony. 
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A. B. do ſincerely Promiſe and Swear, That J will 
Faithful, and bear true Allegiance S His N. d King 


GEORG. 
| ? Se help me God. 


A. B. do Swear, That I do from my Heart Abher, 
Deteſt, and Abjure, as Impious and Heretical, that 
)amnable Doctrine and Poſition; That m_— Excommu- 
2 or Deprived by the Hope, or any Authority of the 


dee of Rome, may be Depos d or Murther d by their Subjects, 
or any other whatſoever. And I do Declare, that no Foreign 
Prince, "Perſon, Prelate, State, or Porentate, hath, or ought 
1 47 * i} f1 2 1 "E : , ; a 
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to have any Juriſdiction, Power, Superiotity, Pre-eminence 
or Authority, Pt or Spiritual, within this Realm, 


97 © n z So help me Goa. 


4. g. do truly and ſincerely Acknowledge, Profeſs, 
Teſtify, and are in my Conſcience, before GO D 
and the World, That Our Sovereign Lord King GEORGE 
* Law ful and Rightful King of this REALM, and all other 
His Msjeſty's Dominions and Countries thereunto belong- 
And I do ſolemnly and ene I 45 
believe in my rr that the Perſon ptetende d to be 
Prince of AL ES during the Life of the late King James, 
and ſince his Deceaſe pretend ing to be. and taking upon him- 
ſelf the Stile and Title of King of England, by the Name of 
Fame t he Third; or of Scotland by the Name of James the Eighth, 
or the Stile and Title of King of Great Britain, hath not any 
Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm, or 
gy other Dominions thereto belonging. And 1 do Renounce, 
efuſe, and Abjure any Allegiance or Obedience to him. 
And I do Swear, That I will bear Faith and true Allegi- 
ance to His Majeſty King GEORGE, and Him will 1 
fend to the utmoſt of my Power, againſt all Traiterous Con- 
ſpitacies and Attempts whatſeever, which [i be made as 


gainſt His Perſon, Crown or Dignity, And I will do my ut- 


ra . moſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to His Majeſty; 
= and His Succeſſors, all Treaſons and Traiterous Conſpiracies 


which I ſhall know to be againſt Him,or any of them. AndI 


&o- faithfully promiſe, to the utmoſt of my Power, to ſup- 
Port, maintain and defend the Succeſſion of the Crown a- 


gainſt him the ſaid James, and all other Perſons whatſoever; 
which Succeſſion, by in Acc, Intituled.” an Act for the ſur- 
ther. Limit ation of the Crown, and better ſecuring the Rights and 
Liberties of tbe SubjeF, is, and ſtands limited to the Princes 


| Sophia, Eleftoreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, and the 


Heirs of Her Body, being Proteftants. And all theſe Things I 
do phinly and fincerely Acknowledge and Swear, according 


to theſe expreſs Words by me ſpoken, and according to 
the plain and common Senſe and Underſtsndi 


of the ſame 
Words, without any Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or ſecret 
Reſervation whatſoever. And I do make this Recognition. 
Acknowledgment, ' Abjuration and Promiſe, -heartily. will- 


- .Iingly, and truly, upon the true Faith of a Chriſtian. 
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